Book reviews
Cirrhosis (Major Problems in Internal Medicine, vol 17) J T Galambos pp 376 £16 Eastbourne: W B Saunders 1979 This monograph on cirrhosis is written by one of the leading teachers and investigators in hepatology in the United States. It is intended for use by any doctor treating patients with cirrhosis, from the junior hospital doctor to the specialist. The aetiology, recognition, diagnosis and management are fully discussed. The growing importance of cirrhosis is emphasized by its position as the fourth cause of death among American adults. Most of these deaths are related to cirrhosis in the alcoholic, and this type is particularly well described. The role of collagen in cirrhosis formation is critically analysed.
The importance of supportive measures such as diuretics for ascites, dietary protein restriction, Lactulose and antibiotics for encephalopathy and surgery' for portal hypertension is stressed, and each measure is well described. Each chapter is followed by well chosen, up-to-date references. This is an excellent monograph which fulfils its stated purpose. The only drawback is the price and this may limit its purchase to medical libraries.
SHEILASHERLOCK

Professor ofMedicine Royal FreeHospital Medical School, London
The Medical Management of tbe Critically m G CHanson & P L Wright (ed) pp 1050 £45/US $93.25 London: Academic Press 1979 New York: Grune & Stratton 1979 This is the first book which may justifiably claim to be a work of reference on intensive care. It aims to describe the management of an intensive care unit in a district general hospital and of the unit's patients. Specialized topics, such as cardiac surgery, are therefore left out, and so, more surprisingly, are coronary care and the problems of design, staffing, ethics and cost-effectiveness. The book is divided into four parts, beginning with one on the general management of the critically ill.
There follow sections on specific problems, ancillary services and apparatus. Liberal cross-referencing makes the whole cohesive.
Within this framework, many expert contributors have covered a wide range of topics. Mulliple authorship, however, has disadvantages, and it would be amazing if this book displayed none of them. Although many of the chapters are excellent in themselves, taken together they are uneven. Those on cardiac care and haematological problems, for instance, provide pithy information for the ignorant. On the other hand, that on respiratory care consists mainly of a scholarly dissertation on artificial lung ventilators. assuming a working knowledge of the principles ofintermittent positive pressure respiration and omitting any discussion of the indications for its use. A few chapters appear slightly out of date, but all end with an impressive list of references.
This book is neithercheap nor lavishly produced, but it is the most comprehensive publication available in its field. Anyone interested in intensive care, who can afford to buy it, should do so.
JENNIFER JONES
Consultant Anaesthetist St Mary's Hospital. London
Surgery Annual, vol 11, 1979 L M Nyhus (ed) pp 450 £21.80 New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1979 This series of Surgery Annuals is designed to provide ready access to a wide range of interesting surgical and parasurgical topics, many of which are not readily available in other publications. Although the emphasis is towards the general surgeon, the subject matter is chosen to appeal to members of all the specialties. Volume II continues the high traditions of its predecessors. General reviews include chapters on immunology and computers as they affect surgical practice, and gastrointestinal cancer chemotherapy. There-is an important contribution on inhibitors of gastric acid secretion and another on radiation injuries to the bowel. Specialist chapters include contributions on scoliosis, head injuries, soft tissue sarcomas, reconstruction of the trachea and intersex problems. Dr Nyhus has chosen an international panel of contributors, many of whom are familiar names in the United Kingdom. The text is easy to read, the standards of production and of illustrations are high and the bibliographies are extensive. Certainly the Surgery Annual for 1979 continues the valuable function of this series as an important means of continued revision for the practising surgeon who wishes to maintain his interests in the full range of his art and science.
HAROLD ELLIS
Professor ofSurgery Westminster Medical School, London
Immunopathogenesls or Rheumatoid Arthritis G S Panayi & P M Johnson (ed) pp 163 £19 Chertsey, Surrey: Reedbooks 1979 After an international symposium at Guy's Hospital in November 1978. participants were asked to submit critical reviews of their areas of research
